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Through Salmon in the Schools, students rear coho, chum, or 
chinook salmon from eggs to release as fry in area creeks and 
Lake Washington.  They learn about life cycles, ecosystems, 
environmental stewardship, and the importance of salmon 
to Pacific Northwest commerce and culture and develop such 
core skills as observation, data collection, and research. 
 
Teachers and tank volunteers engage students in caring for 
their fish, monitoring water chemistry, and documenting fish 
behavior.  They link this study to other units and many foster 
a "salmon climate" within their building that extends learning 
to multiple classes and grades. 
 
 

PROGRAM COORDINATION 
Salmon in the Schools - Seattle (SIS-SEATTLE) is a coalition of 
agency staff members and environmental advocates who make 
salmon rearing available to public and private schools throughout 
the city.  The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) ran the program from 1991 - 2011 and continues to issue 
permits for eggs and track releases as various groups provide local 
coordination across the state. 
 
This report reflects the first full year of local coordination by SIS-
SEATTLE after funding compelled a reduction in geographic scope 
from countywide to just those schools in Seattle.  Individuals and 
the City of Federal Way now coordinate most schools in the 
county and the rest link directly to WDFW.  The SIS-SEATTLE 
leadership team includes Seattle Public Utilities, the Fauntleroy 
Watershed Council, and the Carkeek Watershed Community 
Action Project. 
 
Volunteers and a technical specialist funded by Seattle Public 
Utilities and Seattle Parks and Recreation work directly with 
teachers to secure eggs, assist with releases, troubleshoot 
equipment problems, and help new teachers and school 
volunteers gain confidence in managing their tanks.   

  

 

Our salmon release was magical.  
We made salmon flags, sang our 
songs, and one of our students 
played the violin. 
Michelle Taylor; Taproot School 
 
 
 

 
Spring was in the air for Graham Hill's release. 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
While schools focus on a 4- to 5-month rearing period, the SIS-
SEATTLE steering committee is busy year-round.  This year, we 
 launched a website that is a comprehensive resource for 

salmon teachers in Seattle and developed a second website to 
serve salmon teachers in King County. 

 coordinated state permits for Seattle schools and, as a 
courtesy during this transition year, for King County schools as 
well. 

 updated and enhanced our teacher handbook for teachers and 
tank volunteers. 

 conducted a pre-season workshop for new teachers, 
volunteers, and those seeking a "refresher" about tank 
maintenance and lesson planning. 

 provided a winter workshop to delve into details of tank 
maintenance. 

 purchased 1 chiller and repaired 15. 
 offered salmon dissection as a new in-class learning option for 

older students at West Seattle schools. 
 helped 5 under-resourced schools with bus transportation to 

release sites. 
 supported 44 salmon-release field trips and recruited 

chaperones as needed. 
 made more than 75 visits to schools and fielded as many 

phone and email requests about equipment and tank set-up 
and maintenance. 

 invested dozens of administrative and volunteer hours in 
securing state permits, cultivating new schools, hosting 
workshops, communicating with teachers, coordinating release 
field trips, and meeting as a steering committee. 

 
 
TEACHER FEEDBACK 
The release report required of every teacher provides the SIS-
SEATTLE leadership team with essential feedback.  Here are 
snapshots from 2016-17: 
 
SIS-SEATTLE offers many resources to support teachers.  Those 
they found most useful this year were 
 release support - 70% 
 handbook - 45% 
 observation logs - 41% 
 tank support - 39% 

 
A total of 71 schools throughout Seattle requested 
permits in 2016-17 and 66 used them. 

 
 

 
After their release, Genesee Hill students heard 
from EarthCorps trainees about habitat 
restoration in the Fauntleroy Creek watershed. 
 
 
 

 



The top five ways teachers  used salmon-related study to meet 
learning standards this year were as follows: 
 

 
 
Teacher priorities for more program resources were 
 lessons keyed to next-generation science standards - 42% 
 field trips - 29% 
 in-class presentations - 23% 
 
A total of 66 public and private schools involved the following 
grades in 2016-17: 
 

 
*Each grade is counted when teachers involve multiple grades. 

 
St. Alphonsus students bid their fry farewell on the 
shore of Lake Washington. 
 
 

 
Seattle Schools science coach Christine Benita 
encouraged teachers during our fall workshop. 
 
 

 
Kimball Elementary students learn on the ground 
about ecosystems. 
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SIS-SEATTLE partners with three hatcheries for salmon eggs; 
distribution this year was as follows: 
 

Hatchery No. of Schools 
Issaquah state hatchery 24 
Soos Creek state hatchery 13 
Grovers Creek tribal hatchery 28 

 
 

WHAT'S AHEAD 
In cooperation with the Seattle School District, we will  
 align more lesson plans with next-generation science 

standards. 
 recommend a set of basic learning resources to help new 

salmon teachers get onboard. 
 
We will increase program capacity to 75 schools in Seattle per 
year.  Targets for recruitment of new schools are 

 upper elementary grades 
 under-served schools 
 schools able to recruit assistance with tank maintenance. 
 
 

KEY PLAYERS 
Many talents and perspectives contributed to program success in 
2016-17, from administration to on-the-ground assistance. 
 
Beth Miller, program manager, Seattle Public Utilities' environmental 

partnerships team; beth.miller@seattle.gov; 206-386-4621 
Nancie Hernandez, technical support and area coordinator for Piper's 

Creek and Lake Washington 
seasis.tech@outlook.com; 206-218-9738 

Phil Sweetland, database and technical support 
phil_sweetland@msn.com; 206-938-4203 

Rick Henry, Carkeek Watershed Community Action Project 
RickHenry@carkeekwatershed.org; 206-235-7431 

Judy Pickens, area coordinator for Fauntleroy Creek 
judy_pickens@msn.com; 206-938-4203 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos courtesy Taproot School, Mark Ahlness, Nancie Hernandez, Judy Pickens 

 
Nancie Hernandez leads a team of Concord 
Elementary students in exploring riparian habitat. 
 

It was a special day indeed.  I had a 
little lump in my throat, watching 
the Q&A with Nancie at the start.  
These city kids were into the wild 
world like I have not seen before! 
Mark Ahlness, Fauntleroy Creek volunteer 
 
 
 
 

 
Bertschi School's fry take to the wild in Lake 
Washington. 

 


